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Your Mileage May Vary



Decide Why You’re Doing 
NaNoWriMo

1. To prove to yourself you actually can
complete a novel (or anything, for that 
matter)

2. To learn to write faster

3. To learn about yourself as a writer

4. For the social aspects 

5. To salvage 2021



Create a Profile on 
NaNoWriMo.org





Structure Your Story



STORY STRUCTURE #1

1.Who is this story about?

2.Why her/him?

3.What will happen (elevator 
pitch/one-line/25-word blurb)?

4.How (scenes)?

5.Conclusion / moral?



Pixar / Disney Story Spine

STORY STRUCTURE #2



Example of a Scene Outline 
(i.e. 30 days of writing prompts!)

1. Diane, a condescending bank manager, is correcting a stressed-out employee. 
“Successful people find a way to manage their lives,” Diane sniffs condescendingly. (I 
put that in for Jim Hitt.) 

2. Going to lunch, she is knocked down by incompetent bank robbers. Her arm is broken, 
and other injuries impact her job.

3. Her young boss leans on her to retire, or at least take a long unpaid medical leave. She 
refuses. He puts her on admin leave. 

4. Diane storms out of the bank. Finds a baby in passenger seat of her car.

5. …continue this process through scene (day) 30.



Looking Ahead at November

+ +









TIPS, TRICKS, & HACKS 
FROM THE 2020 NANO CHALLENGERS

1. USE DICTATION! Go for a walk with your phone set on Google Docs and 
microphone (voice typing), and before you know it, you have 1000 words!

2. Take care of yourself. 

3. The importance of setting small periodic goals. 

4. Everyone in the group validated the importance of having a goal for the month, 
whether it was big or little or based on word count or not. They all had a 
personal goal, what felt achievable for them.

5. It’s fun to win the periodic prizes on Nanowrimo.org. As you enter your 
wordcount, you get badges, like first 5000 words, etc.



TIPS, TRICKS, & HACKS 
FROM THE 2020 NANO CHALLENGERS (continued)

6. Make sure you enter your daily wordcount on the dashboard before midnight each 
day. You can’t go back and add it retroactively. 

7. Jumping around adding 100 words here or 100 words there is a great way to pad 
your wordcount and reach your daily goal.

8. Prepwork: do it before Nov. 1. Don’t include it in your wordcount goal number! 

9. Make sure you register on Nanowrimo.org carefully and correctly or you won’t get 
a certificate at the end.

10. Accountability is so helpful. Get a couple of fellow writers together and meet 
weekly to encourage each other. We did it on Zoom.

Lynne@AnyShinyThing.com



Summary

1. Decide on a goal: Why are you doing Nano?

2. Join a group/couple of buddies for accountability.

3. Create a profile on Nanowrimo.org.

4. Know your story before you start.

5. Create a scene or chapter outline.

6. Create a logbook to help yourself remain on track 
and full of confidence. 

7. Take care of yourself! It’s a marathon.

8. Celebrate your win!



Final Thoughts

 You will forge a powerful 

writing habit that will stay 

with you long after Nov. 30.

 Once you realize you can do 

this, you’ll be able to write a 

book in a month any time 

you want.

 Imagine seeing a rough draft 

of your work by Nov. 30!


