
OH, THOSE DARN MISPLACED (and/or DANGLING) MODIFIERS! 
 

 
Even the Pros do it. All these were culled from newspapers, magazines and newscasts. 

 

Example: 

  

 WRONG: Former hostage Terry Waite talks about five years of confinement in Beirut with Barbara 

Walters at 10 on Channel 5. 

 

 RIGHT: At 10 on Channel 5 former hostage Terry Waite talks with Barbara Walters about five years of 

confinement in Beirut. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

1. Author Sheri Hite wrote that 75% of women married more than five years reported having affairs in response 

to her questionnaire. 

 

2. Perhaps anticipating science, Anna Anderson requested that she be cremated before her death. 

 

3. Nelson became the 1,919th actor to be honored this week with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 

 

4. Gore hobbled up to a small stage filled with Democratic candidates on crutches, having ruptured his Achilles 

tendon while playing basketball. 

 

5. She danced every night with the captain of the boat in high heels. 

 

6. Advil pain reliever should not be taken if you’ve ever had a severe allergic reaction to aspirin or any other 

form of pain reliever without consulting your doctor first. 

 

7. Jared Golding was arrested for illegal consumption of alcohol by the sheriff’s department on Sunday. 

 

8. He provided background information about the life of a man who gained national attention after being 

humiliated by his wife for the NBC news program NOW. 

 

9. Kathleen Musick, 53, a Pinellas Park woman, showed up to pray for Schiavo in a wheelchair because of a foot 

injury. 

 

10. Sponsored by the Winthrop House, the Beaux Arts Trio will perform Zemlinsky’s Trio in D Minor, Op. 3, 

Shubert’s Trio in E flat Minor, Op. 100 and a work to be announced by Mozart. 

 

11. Fearing an overdraft, the bank showed me the statement that I asked for. 

 

12. The robber was described by the victim as a six-foot-tall man with a mustache weighing 150 pounds. 

 

13. There are many pictures of comedians who have performed at Gavin’s Theater on the wall. 

 

14. Upon entering the doctor’s office, a skeleton caught my eye. 

 

15. Opening the window to let out a bumblebee, the car swerved into the wrong lane. 

 

16. After completing seminary training, women’s access to the pulpit has often been denied by the clergy. 

 

17. Running down the hill, my nose began to itch. 

 



18. Most modern calendars, by reminding us that each day passes is the anniversary of some perfectly 

uninteresting event, mar the sweet simplicity of our lives. 

 

19. Using the drug, many undesirable side effects are felt by the patient. 

 

20. Exhausted after roller skating, the parents looked in on the sleeping children as they had finished their wine. 

 

 


