
“There is no greater agony than bearing an untold story inside you.”  

― Maya Angelou, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings  

 

“Start writing, no matter what. The water does not flow until the faucet is turned on.”  

― Louis L'Amour 

 

“If there's a book that you want to read, but it hasn't been written yet, then you must write it.”  

― Toni Morrison 

 

“There is nothing to writing. All you do is sit down at a typewriter and bleed.”  

― Ernest Hemingway 

 

“We are all apprentices in a craft where no one ever becomes a master.” 

—Ernest Hemingway 

 

“Substitute 'damn' every time you're inclined to write 'very;' your editor will delete it and the 

writing will be just as it should be.”  

― Mark Twain 

 

“The difference between the almost right word and the right word is really a large matter. ’tis the 

difference between the lightning bug and the lightning.”  

― Mark Twain, The Wit and Wisdom of Mark Twain  

 

“You must stay drunk on writing so reality cannot destroy you.”  

― Ray Bradbury, Zen in the Art of Writing  

 

“The road to hell is paved with adverbs.”  

― Stephen King, On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft  

 

“A good writer is always a people watcher.” 

--Judy Blume 

 

“Don’t tell me the moon is shining; show me the glint of light on broken glass.”  

—Anton Chekhov 

 

The worst enemy to creativity is self doubt.”  

—Sylvia Plath 

 

“There are only three rules to writing a novel. Unfortunately no one knows what they are.” 

--Somerset Maugham 

 

“The best way to be a writer is to be a writer.”  

--Augusten Burroghs 

 

“Outside of a dog, a book is man’s best friend. Inside of a dog it’s too dark to read.” 

--Groucho Marx 
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Elmore Leonard: 10 Rules for Good Writing 

Elmore Leonard started out writing westerns, then turned his talents to crime fiction. He wrote 

about two dozen novels, most of them bestsellers, such as Glitz, Get Shorty, Maximum Bob, and 

Rum Punch. Unlike most genre writers, Leonard is taken seriously by the literary crowd.  

1. Never open a book with weather. 

2. Avoid prologues. 

3. Never use a verb other than "said" to carry dialogue. 

4. Never use an adverb to modify the verb "said"…he admonished gravely.  

5. Keep your exclamation points under control. You are allowed no more than two or three 

per 100,000 words of prose.  

6. Never use the words "suddenly" or "all hell broke loose."  

7. Use regional dialect sparingly. 

8. Avoid detailed descriptions of characters.  

9. Don't go into great detail describing places and things.  

10. Try to leave out the part that readers tend to skip. 

My most important rule is one that sums up the 10.  

If it sounds like writing, I rewrite it.  

 


