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Lynne’s Five Tips for Creating Compelling Characters 
 
 

1. THE TWO CRITICAL, ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS FOR A MAIN CHARACTER ARE: 

She has to have a goal, and the goal must be impeded by obstacles. No matter 

WHAT the genre, your character has to have a goal that is obstructed, or else there 

is no story. Just for fun, here’s a one-sentence story for you that illustrates my point. 

Notice how adding one word to the sentence creates a question and fans curiosity.  

a. “Alone, she sat on the patio, enjoying the quiet.”  

b. “Finally alone, she sat on the patio, enjoying the quiet.”  

 

2. EVERY SUPPORT CHARACTER MUST SERVE THE STORY. She either has to 

pivot off your main characters, AND/OR help move the plot forward. Always ask 

yourself WHY IS THIS CHARACTER IN MY STORY? When I first started writing, I put 

people in my stories because they were interesting to me. If I knew somebody who 

was a real jerk, or really inspiring, I’d make them into a character in my novel. But then 

they’d just sit there, and I realized they weren’t actually doing anything. IF A 

CHARACTER DOESN’T ACTIVELY SERVE THE STORY, DELETE HER. 

 

3. WATCH OUT FOR SIMILAR CHARACTERS: Let’s say you have a support character 

in your story whose job is to be a mentor to the main character. Do you have other 

mentor characters who serve the same purpose? Combine them. What about the 

smart-aleck know-it-all friend? Do you also have a smart-aleck know-it-all neighbor 

and a smart-aleck know-it-all coworker? Combine them into one WORKING character. 

 

4. THE AMOUNT OF ATTENTION YOU PAY A CHARACTER SHOULD BE IN 

PROPORTION TO THEIR IMPORTANCE IN THE STORY. Don’t go into a lot of detail 

when you’re describing the store clerk or the guy who parks your car, unless they are 

going to be noteworthy later in the story,. The more you describe them, the more the 

reader feels invested and will ultimately be disappointed (and annoyed at you, the 

writer.)  
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BTW, I’ve heard it said that WEATHER is a character. The stifling muggy heat before 

a summer rainstorm suggests something in the mind of the reader. If that suggestion 

supports your scene, fine, but if it isn’t compatible, change it. Don’t have a tornado 

warning go off when the male romantic lead is just getting down on one knee to 

propose, unless you really mean that siren to mean something. (Go ahead, you can 

steal my idea ). 

 

5. CELEBRITY IMPERSONATORS Here’s a trick I use when I’m just starting a book: I 

think of a movie star or celebrity or someone I know who feels like the character I want 

to invent, and then I’ll temporary give my character that person’s name. It helps me 

keep in mind who I want the character to be, and how I want them to act.  

 

For example, in my current book, I’ve named the main characters Jen (for Jennifer 

Anniston) and Kevin (for Kevin Kline) because that’s how I see them. I also have a 

bad sister who I named Roseanne, because I see Roseanne Barr in her old show. I’ll 

probably rename them before I finish the book, but for now, it’s really helpful. 

 

 

I hope you find these five tips helpful! Best wishes for creative joy and success with your 
own writing. 
 
 


